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VMUG Meetings have moved to 
the Library of the 

James Bay Community School Centre 
140 Oswego Street 



Meetings still begin at 7:30 on the 2nd Thursday of each 
month. Parking on street. Enter by the Community Centre 
entrance at 140 Oswego St. (not the school entrance). The 
Library is located down the hall to the right of the front desk. 


BOOK REPORT: DR. MAC¬ 
INTOSH; Tips, Techniques and 
Advice on Mastering the Macintosh. 

by Bob Leuitus 

Published by Addison-Wesley 

$26.95 at Classic Bookstore, Mayfair Mall. 

Although Filomena and I are not 
beginners at the Mac having had 
ours over two years now, we have 
not become “power users”. Bob 
Levitus defines a power user as 
“someone who uses a Macintosh 
better faster, or more elegantly 
than you, or someone who can 
answer Macintosh-related questions 
you can’t.” We have had our Dr. 
Macintosh book about two weeks 
now and it is rapidly becoming dog 


eared. We are becoming flushed 
with The Power. 

The book is aimed at the beginner 
to intermediate level user and for 
us it has been a great supplement 
to our manual. The first time I 
perused the book at the Classic 
Bookstore in the Mayfair Mall I 
realized that this book was destined 
to sit by our mac. 

The author, Bob Levitus, was for 
three years editor-in-chief of 
MACazine which recently ceased 
publication. He ran an almost 
paperless office, doing not only 
writing, editing, page-layout, and 
typesetting on Macs but also using 

continued on P.3... 
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ADVANTAGE Computers Victoria 

is relocating just down the street! 

Come Visit us in our great 
new location at 


703 Broughton 


Gnnd Opening 
SALE 

on January 12th 


at 


703 Broughton St. 


Douglas Street 



a /z Blanshard Street 

Advantage 


Computers Ltd. 


380-9988 
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them for phone messages, electronic 
mail, telecommunications, budgets, 
editing, photo retouching, and 
colour separations. 

A listing of the chapters will help 
give a sketch of the material 
covered. 

- The Basics: mostly about the 
system & general hints. 

- File and Disk Recovery: includes 
program crashes and system errors. 

- Understanding Hard Disks: how 
they work, organizing it, hints & 
tips. 

- Protecting Your Work: backup 
strategies, hardware-software, 
security. 

- Hardware Upgrades: RAM 
upgrades/Multifindei; accelerators, 
monitors. 

- Utility Software: the power 
users best friend. 

- About Printers & Printing: 
Imagewriters, Laser Printers (two 
ways to avoid the dreaded startup 
page), Linotronic. 

- Telecommunications: modems, 
software, places your modem can 
take you. 

- What Other Power Users Think: 
86 great hints. 

When I got this book there was only 
one more left on the shelf but I have 
asked the Classic Bookstore to get 
more. And, incidentally, the first 
printing was June ’89 so it is quite 
current! It is not a large book at 
3/4" thick but a valuable help to 
users at my level. 

May The Power be with you! 
by Colin Jackson 


This newsletter was 
created on 2.5 megabyte 
Macintosh SE with 90 
megs of hard-drive, using 
Ready-Set-Go 4.5 
(provided by Letraset to 
the user <- 
group) and 
printed on a 
General 
Computers 
Personal 
Laser Printer. 



From the President’s Pad 

Well here we are at the beginning of 
the ninety’s and perhaps at the 
beginning of establishing a really 
great User Group. In the past few 
months our paid up membership 
has doubled; the Newsletter has 
been revitalized, with member 
articles and paid advertising; the 
local dealers have increased support 
and most importantly, interest in 
the User Group; and most 
importantly members appear to be 
more interested in and willing to 
participate. 

If you missed the December 
Christmas Meeting you missed a 
rather fun time, with lots of door 
prizes, an auction of contributed 
software, wine, eggnog and goodies. 
The details of the business and the 
door prize / auction portion of the 
meeting are covered elsewhere in 
the Newsletter. Ivan Good, our VR 
is to be commended for all his 
efforts in obtaining the 
contributions and the idea of door 
prizes/auction for the Christmas 
meeting 

As you have noticed on the front 
page, our meetings will now be held 
in the Library of the James Bay 
Community School. This meeting 
place will cost $30-40 per meeting 
(i.e. 18 to 24 member fees per year) 
but hopefully with the availability 
of audio/visual aids and the larger 
meeting room it will prove to be a 
more suitable place to hold 
meetings. 

Although I still think that 
Timbukto is a reasonable interim 
solution to demonstrations on the 
small screen, Duart MacLean’s 
comments at the last meeting re: a 
LCD Projection system did not go 
unnoticed. Bill Hall has offered to 
bring a Kodak Datashow from Byte 
to the meetings, if the User Group 
would provide a MAC, with an 
interface, and the overhead 
projector. With an overhead 
projector available to us at the 
James Bay Community School, and 
the interface costing in the 
$100-200 range this is a very 
achievable option. This would solve 
our immediate need and would also 
allow us to pursue our long term 
goal of acquiring our own. A few 
questions regarding the interface 
still remain but we are actively 
investigating this route. 


In a brief encounter with Rob 
Hichman in the entrance to the new 
Advantage offices, we discussed 
further the setting up of a VMUG 
Forum on Advantage BBS and 
agreed to set up a meeting to 
discuss details. More at the 
January meeting.. 

For our January 11th meeting we 
have asked one of the Dlugos 
brothers to tell us more about what 
Softa is and does, some of the things 
they have been up to-and perhaps 
review a piece of software. For the 
February 8th meeting, no plans 
have been made yet, but perhaps 
we should pursue John Herbert’s 
interest in Income Tax preparations 
/ templates etc. If you have any 
ideas or could contribute to 
something on this subject, please 
contact me. Alan Vinter; the Apple 
Canada rep in Victoria, has booked 
March 8th for the VMUG meeting, 
a topic has not been set, but Fm 
sure there will be lots to discuss. 

Again if you has any ideas for 
meeting topics, or guests, would like 
to tell us about your pet project, or 
need help lets hear about it. Greg, 
Ivan, and I have only so many ideas 
and if we don’t get your input we 
won’t be able to present the things 
you want or need to see. In closing 
I hope eveiyone has a good 1990. 

Robin Tamasi 

3 §. 


ATTENTION 512K OWNERS 

Is your 128 or 512K limiting the 
use of your MAC? If so we can 
upgrade your MAC to a 
Megabyte, allowing you to use 
RAM disks and other more 


current software. 


• 512K-->1 Meg 

$395 

• 128K->512K 

$435 

• 128K->1 Meg 

$720 

• 128K Rom 


+ 800K Drive 

$CALL 

•SCSI Port 

$CALL 


All upgrades include 
installation + 90 days Parts & 
Labour Warranty. 

Contact: Dean at Microtronics 
Technologies Inc. ® 386-0997 
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Turn Your Macintosh 
From Being a "SAD MAC" 


Into a "HAPPY MAC" 


r 



By Visiting Tesseract’s Selection 
Of Macintosh Software. 

If we don’t have what you want, 
then ask us and we can order it in for you. 
TESSERACT Software Ltd. 

204 - 1483 Douglas Street 
382-3475 
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Bytes & Pieces 
from the Editor 

Here it is, 1990 already — if you 
look at where computers have gone 
in the last few years, it is scary to 
think about ten years from now, 
maybe Back to the Future II is 
right, and all our current Macs will 
be in antique stores, but just think 
what you’ll have then. I heard 
recently that in 1980 a professor of 
computer science in the U.S. 
predicted that from that point on, 
increases in speed and power of 
m a ch ines would be insignificant, 
since they were already so fast — 
missed the mark a little there! 

Td like to thank the members for all 
their support in writing articles! It 
hasn’t been nearly as bad as 
everyone said it would be, just keep 
the articles coming, please. 

There is a good selection of material 
once again this month in a wide 
range of topics, so everyone should 
be pleased again -1 hope. 

Have a Happy New Year; and keep 
those articles coming. Greg X. 

FREE B 
w DISKETTE 

Recejwa FreePiskgte^ 

v^en]y^?"Articieis’** 

pubitehedln theVMUG~ 


Newsletter 



Membership 

In the last few months VMUG's 
membership has pretty well 
doubled. We now have 48 paid up 
members, plus 10 more whose 
membership has expired within the 
last year. 

Great to see all members who have 
renewed recently, and welcome to 
the following new members: 

• Nov Chris Hvid, Paul Hovey, 
Konrad Kordoski, William Hall, 
Greg Fanning 

• Dec Vic Cromarty, George 
Shephard, John Russon, Tom 
Masters, Colin & Filomena Jackson, 
Lois Thompson, Beth Kazakoff, 

John Munson, Judy Tharp, Mr & 
Mrs Gordon Hawkins, Dean 
Bennett. 


Init’s, CDev’s and Other 
Things in Your System 

I frequently get asked about what 
these strange things called Init’s and 
CDev’s are, so here (at long last) is 
an attempt at describing these 
beasties, 

A few years ago now, Apple 
Computers Inc. developed an 
amazing new computer; your Mac! 

Ok, so your Mac is probably 
somewhat better than that first 
rendition, but at the same time, it 
was quite a machine. Not too long 
after that, someone came up with 
the bright idea of making it better by 
adding a routine that would black 
out the screen if you left the machine 
alone for five minutes or put the 
mouse into the corner of the screen 
— many of you know this as 
MacsBug. If you don’t have this 
feature added to your Mac, you 
should, to save the screen. 

This was the first of a new kind of 
program, it was like a D/A, but it 
would start itself going without any 
intervention from you. The author 
of MacsBug made use of a feature 
provided by Apple to help 
programmers, but he turned it into a 
utility The only problem was that 
you could only have one MacsBug 
program in your system folder at one 
time, so unless you were a very 
capable and tenacious hacker you 
couldn’t get more than one of these 
utilities loaded at one time. 

This resulted in a new kind of 
‘document’ called an init, short for 
initialize, that would load itself in 
during the initialization or boot-up 
of the computer. If you Get Info... on 
one of these files, you will see that 
its kind is “Startup document”, 
which pretty well sums up where it 
is used, but not what it does. Init’s 
modify the System Code so that they 
can have access to events that take 
place. It may sound a little scary 
altering the System especially in 
light of the recent virus warnings 
that have flooded the computer 
scene, but I have yet to find an Init 
that my virus checker objects to. 

You may ask why anyone would 
want to modify the System, but I 
liken it to adding better headlights, 
air conditioning or cruise-control to 
your car — it makes life nicer and 
things run a little smoother. That’s 
the intention at least. Some 
examples of useful Init’s are: 


SFScroll Init - if you go back to 
an ‘open file’ dialog box that has 
more than the visible limit of items 
and scroll down to an item, this init 
will remember that place and put 
you back there the next time you 
try to open a file. This one has 
saved me a great deal of time with 
large folders! 

SuitCase - is another example 
of an excellent init. For those of you 
with hard-drives, this program all 
but eliminates the need for the 
Font/DA Mover program, plus many 
other benefits as well. 

CDev’s, short for Control Panel 
Devices came out about the same 
time, if I remember correctly. The 
very first Mac Systems had the 
control panel D/A and the Mouse, 
Keyboard etc. were all part of that, 
but later releases had separate 
items for Key Layout, Keyboard and 
Mouse with even more recent 
additions of Sound, Color; Screen, 
Startup Device and Map, to 
mention a few. Of course Apple 
isn’t the only source of these 
utilities — PYRO was one of the 
earlier ones and more recently 
SoundMaster, a shareware product 
by Bruce Tomlin, that lets you 
select the sound you want for just 
about anything your Miac does. 

As the name implies, CDev’s are 
accessed via the Control Panel of 
the Mac, and allow the user access 
to a variety of adjustments to 
customize the performance. 

All is not quite as perfect however, 
and although you won’t do 
permanent damage, there are a few 
of these utilities that cause strange 
occurrences in conjunction with 
other utilities or programs. These 
may result in minor glitches or 
major system crashes, so be sure to 
follow these simple steps to ensure 
your continued peace of mind: (Most 

of these are good practise anyhow) 

• Lock your originals - before 
putting any original disk into your 
computet; slide the ‘write protect’ 
tab on the disk so that you can see 
through the hole. This also applies 
to your System disks. Put these 
originals away in a safe place, away 
from heat, magnetic fields, sticky 
fingers and so on. 

• Don’t use your originals - this 
follows from the first point. If your 
original is locked, you won’t be able 
to do much with it. The one 

con t inu ed on P. 8... 
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The PD Folder 


1 


Font Squeezer lets you reduce the 
amount of disk space used to hold 
fonts in your system and in font files 
created by Font/Desk Accessory 
Mover. Disk space savings of 30-40% 
are typical and large fonts show even 
greater savings. 

Hourglass. Lets you change your 
cursor from the stopwatch to a 
working hourglass. Needs ResEdit to 
cut and paste resources. 

McSink. A powerful text processor 
utility in a DA. 

Hedges. Another DA puzzle, the 
object is to get the ball from the 
lower, left-hand comer of the window 
to the upper, right-hand comer. To 
finish, you have to maneuver your 
way around brick walls and hedges. 

Suitcase Companion 2.0. This DA 
gives you an extra menu including 
Fkeys and Snds. 

Checkers. For all you power Mac 
users, take a break and play checkers 
against your Mac. 

Imposters allow you to double-click 
on a document which belongs to an 
application you don’t possess and 
have that document opened by an 


application you DO possess. Thus, 
you avoid the Finder message, “An 
application could not be found for this 
document.” 

SCSI Probe. A CDev that puts SCSI 
device info at the tips of your fingers, 
also lets you mount most SCSI 
devices without rebooting. 

Kiwi Envelopes! As a desk 
accessory, it lets you print an 
envelope without leaving your current 
application. Kiwi Envelopes! saves 
you time by bypassing the usual print 
job set-up dialog boxes when printing 
on standard printers. 

About BeyondDarkCastle. An 
open forum from GEnie on Beyond 
Dark Castle. 

Haiku Master. Creates poetry- 
profound or senseless. A HyperCard 
stack that writes Japanese style 
computer poetry. 

I Ching. Now you can have the 
wisdom of Lao Tzu in a desk 
accessory - the asian equivilant of 
Tarrot cards. Requires the “Book of 
Changes” hie in your system folder. 

Klutz. A new twist in a desk 
accessory, give it a try or give it to a 
friend. 


1 'N 

Obnoxious. Place this Init in a 
friends system folder and drive them 
nuts trying to figure out how to stop 
the screaming. 

Pointing Device. Place this CDev 
in your system folder to let you 
customize all your mouse movements. 

MacEnvy was created, in short, to 
show you exactly What’s In The Box. 

(The name is both an abbreviation for 
your Mac’ s Envir onment, and the way 
others might feel about it!) MacEnvy 
provides a concise display of all the 
major hardware features of your 
machine, along with information 
about your, software environment, 
from one easily accessible place: the 
Control Panel. 

OLC Logger is a Macintosh desk 
accessory for tracking costs and time 
spent on-line on pay telecommun¬ 
ication services such as GEnie™, 
CompuServe™ and Delphi™. 

Kick The Can. If you’ve ever 
wanted to replace your trash can but 
didn't have the nerve to try ResEdit 
to do it, Kick The Can is for you. It 
runs by its self and gives you a choice 
of 4 different trash cans. 



BULK DSDD DISK 

Now available at a new 
incredibly LOW price, 
bulk DSDD Diskettes 
(for VMUG Members only) 
See Ivan at the Meeting. 


MacSlot is a slot machine simulation. 
Las Vegas look out! 

Safe Eject. The Macintosh® 800K 
floppy drives will every once in a while 
catch on the shutter door of the diskette 
and tear off as it is ejecting, permanently 
damaging the drive, if the read/write 
heads are towards the outer edge of 
the diskette (which they typically 
are) then, Safeljject attempts to 
remedy this problem by moving the 
head to the center of the diskette, 
just before it is ejected. 


i 




UMUG Disk Of fhe Month (Jan) 
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Time Logger is a desk accessory 
whose purpose is to help you keep 
track of time on your Macintosh. 

Can be set to open at start up with 
the time logger init. 

ResMaster, ResEdit in a Desk 
Accessory (not bad but not the the 
real ResEdit) 

Put SuperClock! (the 
latest version) into your 
System Folder. After 
restarting your Macintosh, 
will load in a small piece of 
software that displays the time 
at the right end of the menu bar. 
Being a CDev (see article this issue) 
it can be customized to suit your 
needs. 

ToMultiFinder is a program that 
gives you the choice of starting from 
finder or multifinder, or lets you go 
to multifinder with- out having to 
restart your Mac. 

The System Folder ICN# resource 
file included with this file can be 
used to customize the System Folder 
icon in the Finder (the icon of the 
folder that contains your active 
System and Finder files). 

Ivan 
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Gunnar’s Corner 

Well, as I promised last month, this 
installment is about caring for your 
Image writer. 

The major item of concern in your 
Imagewriter is, of course, the print 
head itself. There are two major 
things that you can do to extend the 
life of your print head: 

1. Don’t let it get dirty. 

2. When it does get dirty, clean it. 

As far as the first item is concerned, 
unless you only use your 
Imagewriter as an interesting coffee 
table conversation piece, the print 
head will get dirty. You can 
minimize this inevitability however 
by using only high quality ribbons. 
Now before you squawk about 
Apple Imagewriter ribbons being 
three times the price of the low cost 
clone ribbons you need to 
understand a few things. First, the 
Apple ribbons last three to four 
times as long as the clone ribbons. 
Second, the Apple ribbons use a 
higher density cloth than most of 
the clones; this results in a sharper 
image. Third, the Apple ribbons 
use a blacker; higher density ink; 
again, this results in a sharper 
image because the ink is thicker 
and therefore does not soak into the 
paper creating a fuzzy image. 
Fourth, and most relevant from a 
technical viewpoint, because the 
Apple ribbons use a thicker ink, the 
ink is less inclined to soak up 
between the the pins of the print 
head. When this ink dries out it 
will gum up the pins causing the 
print head to overheat and, if not 
dealt with, to burn out. Using 
Apple ribbons will not make you 
immune to these problems, but they 
will be minimized. 

This has brought us to the second 
point: cleaning your print head. 
First of all, the print head must be. 
removed from the Imagewriter: 
instructions for doing this can be 
found in your printer manual. Once 
you have removed your print head, 
you can soak the front tip in 99% 
isopropyl alcohol (not rubbing 
alcohol) overnight- This will 
dissolve the accumulated ink from 
between the pins of the print head. 
If the print quality is still poor then 
it is time to give me a call. 


Well, I was going say a bit more, 
but this is moving day at Advantage 
Computers and the time has come 
to pack up my desk and computer. 
Be sure to come and visit us in our 
great new location at 703 
Broughton, beside Pacific Coast 
Savings. 

Gunnar Heiberg 

Consulting and Technical Services Manager 
Advantage Computers 


ft. 



Want Ads 

Wanted: We are always looking 
for bits and pieces of info we can 
pass on. Questions, tips, rumors, 
runts, reviews, anything that you’d 
like to tell other Mac users. Then 
use your Mac and write it down and 
pass it along to us at VMUG. All 
contributions will be greatly 
appreciated. 

For Sale: Mac 512K with 
external 400K drive, monitor 
mouse. Hardware only, $750®, 

Call Chuck @ 477-1934 evenings - 
please leave a message. 

For Sale: New 60 meg (Seagate) 
hard-drive, complete with cables & 
installed. $999®. Call Greg @ 
479-4011 evenings. ft. 


VMUG Policies 

The VMUG Newsletter is a monthly 
publication of the Victoria Macintosh Users 
Group and is distributed free to all members. 
The entire contents of the VMUG Newsletter 
are © 1989. Other Macintosh User Groups 
may reproduce articles provided credit is 
given to the author and VMUG. 

The VMUG Newsletter is an independent 
publication not affiliated or otherwise 
associated with or sponsored or sanctioned by 
Apple Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. 
The opinions, statements, positions and views 
stated herein are those of the author(s) or 
publisher and are not intended to be the 
opinions, statements, positions or views of 
Apple Computer, Inc. or Apple Canada Inc. 

Please note that any of the product names 
etc. mentioned in this newsletter are 
copyright and/orregisteredtrademarks 
(©/®/™) owned or licensed by the respective 
company. In particular Apple™, Macintosh®, 
Image-Writer®, LaserWriter®, Mac® are 
registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. 

Submissions on any subject relevant to the 
Macintosh, or computing in general are 
welcome. The deadline for submissions and 
advertising is the 4th Thursday of the month, 
two weeks after the regular monthly meeting. 
Contact the Editor directly for details. 


AdvertisingRates 

Full Page. 

Half Page. 

Quarter Page. 

Eighth P&ge... 

Business Card.. 

Unclassified.. 


.$40.00 

.$20.00 

.$10.00 

.$6.00 

.$2.00 

.Free to Members 


Victoria Macintosh Users Group 

The Victoria Macintosh Users Group is an 
informal group of people with an interest in 
the Apple™ Macintosh®. Membership is open 
to all. Individual or family membership is 
$20 a year, guests are welcome to sample a 
meeting or two for $1 per meeting. 

VMUG does not condone in any way, the 
illegal copying of copyright computer 
programs and will not tolerate such practise 
at any user group function. 

Meetings are held the 2nd Thursday of each 
month, in the libraxy of the James Bay 
Community School, 140 Oswego Street, 
Victoria. Meetings start at 7:30 PM. 

Directors and Contacts 

Robin Tamasi President 

652-3588 

Ivan Good Vice-President 

PD Librarian 
388-5634 

GregRuffell Editor/Publisher 

479-4011 


Membership/Treasurer 


xxx-xxxx 


Direct all correspondence to: 

Victoria Macintosh Users Group 
PO. Box 5397, Stn. B 
Victoria, B.C., 

V8R 6S4 


a. 
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Init’s & CDeVs (confd) 

exception to this rule is where the 
copy protection scheme of certain 
programs requests that you insert 
the original before you can proceed, 
then immediately put it back in a 
safe place. 

• Backup your files - this means 
the data that you have produced! 
Don’t worry about the applications, 
since you have the originals locked 
and put away in a safe place — but 
the 300 hours of paint files and the 
book that you are just about to send 
to your publisher should be on at 
least one other disk. 

Be sure to keep a backup of the 
system disk that you are currently 
using. This might be a bare-bones’ 
version, but something that will 
allow you to boot up the computer if 
your usual (hard) disk has a 
problem. 

• Be logical - when adding Init’s 
and CDev’s, by adding them one at a 
time and then using your Mac for a 
couple of days, then if a sudden 
quirk arises you’ll know which one 
to put in the trash. The conflict of 
two of these might result in an 
immediate Bomb when you try to 
start up, so be sure to have followed 
all the previous steps. 

• Have fun & explore • I 
frequently get asked, “How did you 
find that out?” By following all of 
these steps religiously, I experiment 
and explore regularly and the only 
problem I’ve found that is the more I 
learn, the more I find things to 
explore and Fm quickly running out 
of time to explore them all and still 
have time left for sleeping and doing 
things like this article. 

Look for the CDev ‘SuperClock’ on 
the PD Disk of the Month, for 
another handy addition to the 
growing number of useful tools for 
your machine. 

Greg 
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Not My Summer Holidays. 

Webster defines synergism as: 
cooperative action where the total 
effect of the action is greater than 
the sum of individual is actions. 
HyperCard Camp in Manning Park 
Nov. 23 - 26 was definitely 
synergistic. This camp was made 
available to educators throughout 
B.C. and almost 80 educators and 
Apple staff arrived on the Thursday 
night in spite of snow. 

The array of hardware was 
impressive. Pluses, SE’s, SE 30’s, 
portables, Mac llci’s, scanners and 
what ever else you choose to name 
were networked, putting a strain on 
the lodge’s electrical outlets. 

The participants varied from 
beginners to award winning 
HyperTalkers from schools and 
private enterprise. Apple brought 
in Luinda & Scott Bleackley of 
Folkstone Design Inc. As 
professional software developers 
they were kept very busy guiding 
the proceedings. During the three 
nights we were in the Manning 
Park Lodge CTR’s burned brightly 
into all hours of the morning. “How 
did you do that?” “Can I have a 
copy...” “Sure have you got 8 meg of 
free space?” “Look at this?” “Why 
does it do that?” “What do you 
mean there is 350 meg of clip art on 
this optical disc!” 

These types of comments created 
the background sounds along with 
the low hum of SE fans - then some 
one would call out “we are doing an 
hour seminar on Font Animation ... 
anyone interested” - and you were 
tom between working on the cursor 
animation, scanning, or whatever 
else you just started or missing 
something new. It was great! 

I did not complete the project I 
wanted to, but I was so energized 
when I got home that I went right 
to work and found that I had 
learned more than enough to do 
what I wanted. The trouble is now 
I have a dozen new ideas and only 
24 hours in the day. 

If you get a chance go to a Hyper¬ 
Card Camp, my guess is that as 
more MacUsers gain experience 
each Camp will have a character of 
its own and you can bask in the 
synergy. 

Doug Alderson <N>. 


Adventures in WordLand 

Comments in this article apply 
specifically to MS Word 4.0, 
r unning on a Mac Plus with 
System 6.0.3 and an ImageWriter 
II. They will, of course, have 
broader applications. 

The ruler in Word has two 
displayed scales: 0 to 6 inches and 
0 to approximately 6.75 inches. If 
you work on 8.5 inch wide paper 
and your documents have one inch 
margins, you probably like to work 
on a visible 6.5 inch line. So the 
ruler display available to you can 
make a difference in terms of 
convenience and productivity. It 
will make a difference in other 
important ways, as well, which I 
will come to in a moment. 

None of this, by the way, has 
anything to do with margin 
settings, which can run from 
minus 11" to plus 22". 

The ruler display is determined by 
two settings which are 
independent of one another. The 
first is your printer driver; 
installed in the System File and 
selected in the Chooser. Selecting 
an ImageWriter will call up a 
ruler scale of 0" to 6". A 
LaserWriter of any kind will call 
up the 0" to 6.75" scale. The other 
setting which will affect your ruler 
is found in the Page Setup 
dialogue box, but only if an 
ImageWriter is selected in the 
Chooser. The default ruler 
displays 0" to 6". When the 
Special Effects option ‘Tall 
Adjusted” is selected, the 0" to 
6.75" ruler will be shown. 

Why the two settings? Output 
from a Word file is formatted 
differently depending on whether 
you print to a LaserWriter or an 
ImageWriter. The ImageWriter II 
prints with a vertical pin 
resolution of 72 dots per inch (dpi) 
and line spacing can be controlled 
in increments of 1/144 inch. Its 
horizontal resolution, however 
can vary from 72 to 160 dpi. When 
printing in Best mode, it has two 
possible settings: 144 or 160 dpi. 

In Word, the default with an 
ImageWriter is 160; the “Tall 
Adjusted” option is 144 dpi. To 
show the user the effect of this on 
screen, Word does not compress 
displayed letters horizontally, 
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instead it stretches the ruler and 
asks you to imagine what this will 
look like on the printed page where, 
like everything else in the real 
world, an inch is still an inch. 

The effect of all this, in practical 
terms, is that when using New York 
12 point type, you get 
approximately 65 characters on a 
6.5" line with the default 160 dpi 
setting or 58 characters with the 
“Tall Adjusted” 144 dpi setting. As 
to which of these looks better (and 
the shape of the printed characters 
as well as the format is different), 
only the user can decide. 


Horizontal 
resolution: 144 dpi 
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Horizontal 
resolution: 160 dpi 


by Tom Masters 

se. 



HAS APPLE CANADA 
GOT WORMS?? 

On Thursday, Dec 14th, while we 
were enjoying our Christmas 
meeting, Apple Canada had just cut 
60 employees, mostly in sales and 
marketing. Some excerpts from 
Apple’s explanation in the Financial 
Post were "... to prepare for slower 
than expected growth in the coming 
year.”, "... the move marks a shift 
away from direct sales, which is 
more expensive and inefficient than 
selling through a dealer network.”, 
and ‘Apple Canada will direct more 
of its sales and marketing resources 
to an extensive dealer network and 
increase training staff to help keep 
dealers abreast of new products and 
services.”. 

The User Group Liaison, Lois 
Densmore, was one of the sixty. 

Lois has been instrumental in 
Apple Canada’s improved support 
and communications with User 
Groups over the last year. What 
this means for User Groups is 
unknown at this time, as Apple has 
indicated they intend to continue to 
support User Groups. 

A User Group Action Group was 
formed, by members of four user 
groups in the Ottawa-Toronto area, 
to discuss a productive response. 
The Action Group asked each User 
Group to send a telegram to Apple 
Canada and Sculley at Apple, with 
follow up letters, to express our 
concern. My immediate response 
was to dash off the telegrams, 
however I have not as yet done 
anything. There was supposed to 
have been more information posted 
on the CANet forum of CONNECT 
by the Action Group and we really 
do not have any information to 
indicate that Apple Canada will 
treat User Groups any differently, 
although our mail from Apple 
Canada has virtually dried up over 
the last month. In any case, I do 
intend to send something soon and 
perhaps by our January meeting 
time tnere will be more to report. 

Personally I cannot believe that a 
company such as Apple could be so 
callous as to lay people off a week 
before Christmas, or needs to cut 
people in anticipation of a slow 
down. Even IBM does not cut 
people! 

More at the Meeting ... Robin 86. 


December 14th Meeting 
Notes 

1.0 BUSINESS FROM THE LAST 
MEETING 

1.01 BBS STATUS. Rob 
Hichman has indicated that 
Advantage BBS could accommodate 
VMUG in a separate section on 
their bulletin board. Details will be 
discussed with Rob Hickman. 

1.02 THE BIG PICTURE. A 
LCD big screen will cost over $2000 
to purchase, an expenditure which 
the Exec, are reluctant to make at 
this time. Maybe a year from now. 
The possibility of connecting up 
several Macs at different locations 
via Timbukto by Farallon has been 
checked. Farallon has offered 2 
programs at the not-for-resale price 
of $30 US each. We could afford 
this now but many members did not 
think it was a practical solution. 
There will be more follow up. 

1.03 PD LIBRARY. Ivan Good 
reported that a revised library 
catalogue is available on disk. 

About half the programs have an 
explanation of what the programs 
do. Disk of the month contains 
ANTI VIRUS programs. The old 
library is valid until January. 
Members have to provide their own 
disks. Cost is $1 for up to 5 disks 
until January, then the cost will be 
$1 per disk. Non members $2. 

KOA disks are available from Ivan 
at $1.50 per. 

1.04 VIDEO LIBRARY. This 
library continues to grow. Contact 
Ivan Good for what is available. 

1.05 MEMBERSHIP CARDS 
AND DISCOUNTS. Members were 
reminded that they would have to 
show their membership cards to a 
dealer in order to receive a 
discount. 

1.06 NEWSLETTER. Our 
thanks to Konrad Kordosky for 
soliciting the advertisements in the 
Dec. Newsletter. 3 responses 
received from the request in the 
October Newsletter indicate a need 
for tutorials/help on more basic 
topics. Articles and short 'letters' to 
the Editor are requested for future 
Newsletters. Doug Alderson and 
John Kilbank will receive disks for 
articles published in the 
Newsletter. 

continued on P. 11... 
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THANK YOU 


The Victoria Macintosh Users Group would like to thank all those who con¬ 
tributed Door Prizes and Software for our December Christmas meeting 
and made it such a success. The auctioning of the software raised approxi¬ 
mately $225 for the User Group! 


Door Prizes 

Advantage Computers - Mouse Pads (11), Mac Underground BBS Software 
Ardvark Software - Coupon for 20% off anything up to $100 
Computer Connection - Mouse Pads (4), a bottle of Wine, green Carrying Bag 

Softa - Mouse Pads (2) 

Tesseract - Box of 10 coloured Fuji Disks 
VMUG - Disk Cleaning Kit 


Software for Auction 

Advantage Computers - Symantec Utilities (SUM), Sim City 
Byte Computers - Adobe Type Manager (2), MacNET 
VMUG - Disk Express 


IS THIS LITTLE SCREEN RESTRICTING 



YOUR VIEW OF LIFE? 

TRY THESE "BIG SCREEN" ALTERNATIVES 


9" diagonal 




Regular Mac SE 
Screen 








Look for these other Big 
Screen Solutions at SofTA: 

M* E • G 

rnaniTERm 

Call us today at 381 5667 
or FAX at 381 2004 



MOBIUS The M °bius Card al- 

t e c««o l o c. E s >>c [ ows y OU t 0 have either 
a 15" Princeton 
MAX 15 ora 
Samsung Full 
Page Display for 
under $1500! 


The Raster- 
Ops ClearVue 
SE system features a 19" 
Two Page Display coupled 
with a 16MHz accelerator 
for 2x speed at only 
$2750! 
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1.07 MACINTOSH LEARNING 
SERIES. 

Two about HyperCard were provided 
to User Groups as a starter, Dy 
Apple Canada earlier this year. 

Five others in the Series were 
ordered from Apple Canada.by 
VMUGNov21,. At meeting time 
still not received and cheque has not 
been cashed. 

2.0 NEW BUSINESS 

2.01 A PLACE TO MEET. The 
following places have been 
considered. Victoria School Board, 
S.J. Willis School. Cost $7.50 per hr. 

May be open this summer. James 
Bay Community Centre library $10 
per hr. Visual aids such as VCR 
available for rent. May not be 
available on the 2nd Thurs. of the 
month. A show of hands indicated 
that this would be a problem to a 
substantial number of members. 

The search continues. 

2.02 TUTORIAL-HELP 
SESSIONS. The training classroom 
at Advantage is available on 
Saturdays. A'mnon Cohen 
volunteered to coordinate a proposal 
on how we might use it. 

3.0 PRESENTATION 

3.01 Paul Rothe showed the 
group how to clean their mouse. 
Many of the commercial cleaners on 
the market are not recommended 


Uictoria Macintosh Users Group ^ 

p. 11 


for cleaning. Use your fingernail or 
isopropyl alcohol on a Q tip or the 
cap from a Bic pen. Be careful not 
to drop the hall' 

4.0 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

4.01 An upgrade for CANVAS to 
vers. 2.0 is available for $35. 

4.02 NISUS vers. 2.3 is now 
available. 

4.03 Advantage is moving their 
retail store to 703 Broughton Street 
(the Pacific Coast Savings Credit 
Union Bid.) by January 1st. 

4.04 Computer Connection has 
dropped the IBM line and will sell 
only Apple products. 

5.0 QUESTIONS, HELP & TIPS 

5.01 The Power Tools section in 
the last issue of MacUser has more 
timely articles. There is a lot of 
information available in 
magazines. 

5.02 John Herbert has an 
income tax template on Excel. He 
is interested in hearing from 
anyone who has info about tax 
preparation programs. 

5.03 To start your Mac with an 
internal hard drive from a floppy 
and preventing the hard disk 
mounting at all boot with the 
Command/Option/Shift and Delete 
keys held down. 


5.04 Apple has sent a 
questionnaire and an entry form on 
a sweepstake for a portable 
computer to Apple computer owners 
selected from the AppleCare 
database. The offer included a free 
mousepad which has to be picked 
up before Jan 13,1990 from an 
Apple dealer. The first batch had a 
faulty coating and were recalled. 

5.05 A book entitled Doctor 
Macintosh' available at the Classic 
Bookstore in the Mayfair Mall has 
lots of help in understanding the 
Mac. Hopefully the book will be 
reviewed in a future Newsletter. 

5.06 Members were cautioned to 
lock the original copies of their 
disks and to work only with copies. 
Original disks should be stored 
carefully in a safe place. 

MISC 

Robin thanked the local dealers who 
had generously donated door prizes 
and software which was auctioned 
off during the second part of the 
meeting. He also commended the 
dealers for their discounts to VMUG 
members and noted that prices 
were now more competitive than in 
the past. The second part of the 
meeting was devoted to the auction, 
swapping of disks and exchange of 
ideas on how to 'tame' the Mac. 

Cym Williams 36. 








































ByteSComputers 

2001a Douglas St., Victoria, B.C. V8T 4K9 


✓Introduction to the Macintosh 

No experience required. (3 hours) $85.00 

✓Microsoft Works 

Basic Macintosh skills required. (6 hours over 2 days) $140.00 

✓Microsoft Exel - The Basics 

Basic Macintosh skills required. (3 hours) $85.00 

✓Bedford Accounting 

Basic Macintosh & bookkeeping skills required. (6 hours over 2 days) $140.00 

✓Microsoft Word - The Basics 

Basic Macintosh skills required. (3 hours) $85.00 

✓PageMaker - The Basics 

Basic Macintosh & MS-Word skills required. (6 hours over 2 days) $140.00 



Your Full Solution Store! 

►ALES 
iERVICE 
TRAINING 



Microsoft Works is only $319.00 

when you sign up for any of the above courses. 




Phone: 383-4485 































